
Cornerstone      www.cornerstonemusicstudios.com 
Music 

Studios at Millstone 

“Nurturing tomorrow„’s musicians today!”   

(732) 446-1919 

Dear Parents and Students: 

Welcome to Cornerstone Music Studios!  Since its 
inception in 2007, Cornerstone Music Studios has actively 
promoted the benefits of musicianship and musical 
learning by offering quality instruction to the community of Millstone Township and its neighboring 
towns.   
 

Cornerstone Music Studios believes music should be available to all students.  Considering the positive 
ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ #ÏÒÎÅÒÓÔÏÎÅ -ÕÓÉÃȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ music lesson instruction, group lessons, 
ensembles, youth rock bands, Ȱ'ÌÅÅ #ÌÕÂȱ Camp and numerous recital presentations, it is evident that 
music is a priority to area families!   
 

Faculty: 
Cornerstone Music Studios is proud to offer private lesson instruction with experienced music professionals.  
Cornerstone instructors are among the tri-ÓÔÁÔÅ ÁÒÅÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÏÕÇÈÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ artist-educators and performers.  
Many of our faculty have graduated from such schools as Berklee College of Music, Manhattan School of 
Music, Westminster Choir College, Rutgers University, The Boston Conservatory, The College of New Jersey, 
University of Florida, and Oberlin College Conservatory holding their Bachelor of Music and Master of Music 
degrees.  
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Studio Location and Hours of Operation:  
Cornerstone Music Studios is located at the corner of Sweetmans Lane and Millstone Road in Millstone 
Township, NJ.  The studio is open Mondays through Fridays for private lesson appointments beginning at 
2pm until 9pm.  Studio hours on Saturdays are 9am until 3pm.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration Process: 

Step 1:  Contact Cornerstone Music Studios: 
732-446-1919, OR 
cornerstonemusicnews@gmail.com, OR 
www.cornerstonemusicstudios.com 
Existing Students:  Contact your teacher directly (via email or cell phone) to confirm or re-
schedule your lesson day/time.  Once confirmed, kindly complete the registration process 
either via mail or in person at Cornerstone Music.  
New Students:  After contacting Cornerstone Music Studios, weȭÌÌ do our best to accommodate 
all lesson time & teacher requests.  Cornerstone Music offers a number of faculty options.  We 
will schedule your lessons as soon as we know availability of our faculty and the existing 
student list has been assigned.  

Step 2:  Complete registration form.   Registration forms are available at Cornerstone Music Studios, at 
www.cornerstonemusicstudios.com, or we would be happy to mail or email one to you! 

Step 3:  Submit payment with completed registration form.  There 
are two payment options:  Either entire payment is due by 
the first lesson, or an installment option is available 
whereby half of total term payment is due by the 1st and 
the 7th  lesson in each term.  Please add a $15 surcharge to 
each installment. Thank you. ) 

 
Cornerstone Music Studios  

Private Lessons Policies and Procedures  

 
Lesson Policy:   IMPORTANT! 
Cornerstone Music Studios operates on a term lesson schedule, 
consistent with most area public school district calendars.  Depending 
of the day of the week in which your lesson occurs, each term consists 
of 10, 11, 12 or 13 lessons for most terms.  (See attached schedule.)   
¶ When a student registers for private lessons at Cornerstone 

Music Studios, they commit to an entire term of lessons.  As we all know, dedication to any 

endeavor (e.g. academics, sports, extra-curricular activities, etc.) requires follow-through to be 

successful.  Encouragement from a parent, teacher or coach can make all the difference for a child 

excelling or losing interest.  The primary rationale behind adopting a term lesson schedule is 

the message of commitment intended for both student and parent.  Committing to a 

consistent, weekly lesson schedule fosters a healthy discipline for students desiring results in their 

overall musicality.  Additionally, in order to have an excellent teaching faculty who allocate a 

specific time for their students each week, travel to Millstone Township and build their schedules 

around a regular lesson time, we must guarantee them consistency in their schedules.  Therefore, 

×Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ȰÐÅÒ ÌÅÓÓÏÎ.ȱ  Students must commit to an entire term of lessons in order for a 

teacher to designate that time in their schedule.  We work with our parents and students to find a 

convenient time to schedule the weekly lesson and expect our students to keep their standing 

lesson appointments. 

http://www.cornerstonemusicstudios.com/
http://www.cornerstonemusicstudios.com/


¶ If the student must cancel a lesson appointment, 6 hour notice via telephone call TO THE 
TEACHER is required.  Otherwise, we have teachers making unnecessary trips to Cornerstone 
Music Studios (in most cases, ÆÒÏÍ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅÓɊȢ  7ÈÅÎ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÎÏÔÉÃÅ 
of a cancellation, it deprives them of the opportunity to make other arrangements (travel, 
professional, family scheduling, make-ups with other students, etc.).  It is the responsibility of 
the student to contact the teacher at least 6 hours in advance if a lesson must be cancelled.  
It is important for the student and parents to have a cell phone number  of the teacher in order to 
communicate directly.  Email can also be used as back up, but in most cases it is best to call on the 

telephone in order to be sure the teacher 
receives the information. 
 

Make-up Lesson Policy 

¶ If proper notice is given by the student, 

ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ȰÍÁËÅ-ÕÐȱ ÕÐ ÔÏ Ô×Ï ɉςɊ 

lessons per term (if necessary).  Beyond that, 

the teacher is not responsible for making up 

additional lessons if they are missed due to 

student cancellation. 

¶ Any lesson cancelled by the teacher will 

be made up at the mutual convenience of 

student and teacher. 

¶ If a student misses a make-up lesson, the teacher is not required to reschedule the lesson. 

 

Payment Policy 

¶ Payments are due by the first day of each term.  Students will not be admitted to lessons until 
registration forms have been submitted to Cornerstone Music Studios and payment is received in 
full.* (*Note:   Installment Payment Option also available!  Payment due by the 1st and the 7th lesson in each term.  
Please add a $15 surcharge to each installment. Thank you. ) 

¶ In the event a family requires other special payment arrangements, please speak directly with Holly 
Deitz, Coordinator of Student Registration. 

¶ Lesson payment is not refundable after two weeks of the start of a term. 

¶ Payment can be made by cash, Debit or Credit Card (Visa/Mastercard/Discover) at studio or by check made  
out to Cornerstone Music Studios and mailed to: 

Cornerstone Music Studios 
358 Sweetmans Lane 

Millstone Township, NJ  08535 

¶ There is a recital each June in which all private lesson students are encouraged and invited to 
perform. J 

Faculty Communication:  PLEASE READ CAREFULLY! 
In an effort to facilitate better communication between students/parents and teachers, any questions or 

requests about private lessons will be conveyed between parents and teachers directly.  Teachers 

will respond to parents via personal contact before or after lesson, phone or email with regard to 

ÅÁÃÈ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÅÓÓ, as well. 
 

Weather Emergencies 
Cornerstone Music Studios will NOT automatically close if area schools are closed due to severe weather. 
There will be a message announcing any studio closings on our website, 
www.cornerstonemusicstudios.com  as well as a notice sent via email to all registered students.  If we 
close, lessons will be made up. In the event of severe weather or other emergencies that warrant it, we 

http://www.cornerstonemusicstudios.com/


may suspend instruction. Such decisions are necessarily made on short notice. However, please be 
aware that Cornerstone Music rarely closes.  
¶ Check Cornerstone Music Studios calendar thoroughly at the beginning of each term!  If  a 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÅÓÓÏÎ ÄÁÙ ÓÃhedule is to be changed, the student and teacher must plan ahead 
together.   Under the following circumstances, the teacher and student should arrange a mutually 
convenient time to reschedule:  Vacations, school trips, early dismissals, etc. 

¶ Students should never assume that their Cornerstone Music teacher is aware of  individual 

ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔÓȭ internal schedule changes.  Each student needs to be in direct contact 

with the teacher to keep him or her informed.  

¶ Any questions, please contact Laura Wittman, Director, Cornerstone Music Studios OR Holly Deitz, 

Coordinator, Student Registration. 

 

Performance Opportunities  

As is customary, a performance event or recital is an important aspect of music education.  We 

consider performances to be a celebration of a studentõs musical achievements.  Cornerstone Music 

Studios organizes and hosts many enjoyable celebrations of music, recognizing and sharing our 

studentsõ accomplishments including: 

 

¶ Mini Recitals  are always held at Cornerstone Music Studios, 358 Sweetmans Lane, Millstone 

Township, NJ.  They are special performance opportunities because the environment is comfortable, 

intimate and informal.  We strive to create a relaxed climate for students to feel at ease with 

performing in front of an audience, albeit small.  Faculty identify and invite students who are 

prepared with repertoire to perform.  We try to schedule our Mini Recitals, on average, once a 

month.  To ensure an intimate setting, 9 lucky students are scheduled to perform in a Mini Recital.  

Family and friends are always welcome to attend! 

¶ The End-of -the -Year Recital  is always held the first weekend in June at St. Peterõs Episcopal 

Church, Freehold, NJ.  Several 1-hour programs are arranged to accommodate students and their 

availability.  This performance event has become significant because students have worked 

throughout the year setting goals with their teachers.  It is the perfect setting for students to 

showcase their repertoire.  The church seats nearly 200 so there is plenty of room for family, friends 

and neighbors to attend! 

¶ Seasonal Outreach Performances  are held at local retirement communities, nursing homes, 

churches and performance spaces at different times during the year (usually around the holidays).  

The students love sharing their music with residents, friends and family members! 

¶ Senior Recital  is new this year!  Cornerstone Music Studios will be entering its 5th year anniversary 

and a number of students who have studied with us will be graduating from high school.  We will be 

scheduling a Senior Recital in May featuring the accomplishments of these dedicated students.  All 

Cornerstone Music Studios students and families are welcome to attend in support of their hard work 

and progress! 
 

A note to parents: 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÊÏÕÒÎÅÙȦ  ,Åarning to play an instrument or sing 
is a worthwhile and rewarding endeavor.  Some students desire to study music to develop their abilities 
as solo performers, while othjers want to become better ensemble musicians.  Whatever the motivation 
of the student, our goal is to nurture their love of music and performance and build confidence in their 
abilities. 
 

Being a musician involves the development of a number of skills: technique, interpretation, sight-reading, 
aural and acting skills, theory and performance etiquette.  The honing of these abilities requires a good 



deal of discipline and hard work.  Students who practice regularly show the most improvement.  Students 
also committed to their consistent weekly lesson schedule will experience greater pride in their progress! 
 

)Ô ÉÓ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ study plays a significant 

role in their level of commitment to their journey.  Regardless of where and when your child practices, it 

is important to reinforce the techniques and skills taught in lessons every day.  One lesson a week will not 

improve abilities.  Only practice and self-discipline can do that.  Encourage your child and be their biggest 

fan! 

Make it a musical day!  Laura E. Wittman  


